Steps of Life Calendar
The Steps of Life Calendar© is a custom, three‐panel chart, available in three sizes, that
documents the impact of a brain injury on a plaintiff aged from infant to 6 years.
The Steps of Life Calendar demonstrates the difference between a normal child’s development
and that of the brain‐injured child, by showing the difference between the developmental age
and the chronological age as a result of the injury. A "normal child" is defined as one in which
the development and chronological ages match. In contrast, a “brain‐injured child” has a
developmental age that is below that of their chronological age.
The Steps of Life Calendar covers four (4) developmental areas: language, gross motor, fine
motor and personal‐social. This calendar is derived using data from the Denver Developmental
Screening Test, a standard test accepted by the medical community as an evaluation tool for
brain injuries. The plaintiff’s medical professionals typically complete this test, the results of
which are then provided to Robert W. Johnson & Associates to prepare the Steps of Life
Calendar.
The Steps of Life Calendar is designed to be presented by the attorney at the settlement
conference or trial. By powerfully summarizing the deficit suffered by the plaintiff, the Steps of
Life Calendar shows how the injury has profoundly diminished the normal activities of the child,
and illustrates the loss that the Jury Instruction tasks the jury to compensate.
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Life Activity Key
Every normal child develops along a typical range of measurable activities. The first panel of the
“Steps of Life” Life Activity Calendar provides a color‐ and number‐coded key to those typical
activities accepted by the medical community as gauges of a child’s development over time.
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Development of a Normal Child
The second panel of the “Steps of Life” shows the developmental achievements of a normal
child (in whom the developmental and chronological ages match) of the same chronological age
as the plaintiff. This establishes a standard to aid the jury in evaluating the deficit suffered by
the plaintiff.
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Development of the Injured Child
A sharp contrast is drawn in the third and final panel, which illustrates the deficit suffered by
the injured child. The gap between the plaintiff’s developmental and chronological ages
illustrates without words toe extent of the deficit the plaintiff suffers.
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Need a Life Activity Calendar for Your Case?
Preparation of the Steps of Life Calendar preparation is simple. A copy of the Denver
Development Screening Test administered by the plaintiff’s medical expert is all that Robert W.
Johnson & Associates needs to prepare this powerful, graphic tool for your case.
Various sizes of Steps of Life Calendars are available to suit different venues for presentations:
•
•
•

Settlement conference (8.5" x 11" three‐panel portfolio)
Trial (three separate panels, 2' x 3' each)
Custom

Contact Robert W. Johnson & Associates at 650‐494‐2413 or 800‐541‐7435 to get started.

© Robert W. Johnson & Associates.

Page 5

